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Jeff Gray sold his house in the suburbs for intown loft living and has no regrets. "It's everything that |
imagined it would be," he says about his Castleberry Hill loft in downtown Atlanta, converted from a
warehouse built around 1910. A loft development is a type of condominium, so much of what is true
about condo living applies to loft living as well. For example, Gray's homeowner's insurance more
than doubled. "With five units in my building, insurers saw five chances for a fire to start," he says.

public agenda

more SUSAN AND
< RENEE CONTERAS:

Starting anew Gray recommends checking the association's insurance policy very carefully.

Building infill homes "l took out renter's insurance to cover my furniture and other possessions. Our building's policy is a

takiidlﬁforﬁm:’jﬂ;g standard one for condos. It covers repairs to the common elements of the building plus any damage

possible for many to my walls, ceiling and floor caused by the building's common elements. But there was a gap -- no
coverage to reconstruct the interior of my unit if there was a fire, for example. So | added a rider to

Tax hits home my renter's insurance that covers reconstruction, Gray says. "Ask to see the association's budget to

A brief look at property make sure it is in sound financial shape, but be prepared for a special assessment to pay for

taxes unexpected building repairs, which are more likely in a conversion property."

Get smart ' Be aware that old buildings may have hidden flaws. For Gray and his neighbors, the problem was the

Technology d“;f‘l';etso';t ayin  Plumbing. "Our property used to be a warehouse that had only two bathrooms. Now it has more than

own home longer 15 bathrooms and kitchens, so at the beginning, the water pressure was terrible, especially on the

upper floors. By changing the 1-inch pipe that supplied water from the street to 3-inch supply lines,
more  the developers solved that problem.” Don't be afraid to ask questions about what modifications were
made to turn the space into a home, Gray advises.

more Talk of the You might think that the cost of heating and cooling rooms with 16 1/2-foot ceilings would be
-p Town: exorbitant, but Gray's power bills for air conditioning were half what they had been for his house.
Even heating, which may seem impossible for a space floored in concrete, is comparable. Gray
credits the insulation in the 6 1/2-foot attic space above his ceiling. Experts suggest looking for
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insulation in the floor and walls, and making sure windows have been weatherproofed.

Because many of the industrial buildings being converted to lofts in Atlanta are located in transitional,
non-residential areas, safety and convenience are often concerns. Grocery stores and other services
may be scarce. Gray makes do by picking up food on his way home from work or ordering food from
restaurants and grocery services that deliver to his neighborhood. As for safety, Gray suggests
researching what types of security options are included in monthly association fees. "We have
covered, secured parking and gates to the building with key-code access," he says.

With all its quirks, Gray loves the character and personality of his new home. "When | walked into this
loft, | knew that this is how | want to live. | could picture my stuff here. That's how | knew | was
home."

comments (0) | write a
comment

print email mail us del.icio.us a digg facebofff reddit &%

Advertisement

Creative Loafing Atlanta

Cover | Blogs | Columns | News | Food & Drink | See&Do | Arts | Music | Film | BadHabits | Feedback | Classifieds | Personals |

384 Northyards Blvd., Suite 600 Info

Atlanta, GA 30313-2454

404-688-5623 (main)
404-614-3599 (fax)

advertising | jobs | archives | about us | submit a listing | contact us | staff
Questions? Troubles? Bugs? Read our FAQ!

©1996-2007 Creative Loafing Media All Rights Reserved.

http://atlanta.creativel oafing.com/gyrobase/ Content ?0i d=0id%3A 2512 (2 of 2)6/7/2007 9:13:36 AM



http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A21150
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A21150
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A21323
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A21323
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A21557
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A21557
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Results?category=oid%3A229
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Results?type=EditorPick
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Results?type=TopRated
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A252926
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A252926
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A252509
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A252507
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A252507
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Results?type=TopRated
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A2512&comments=yes#comments
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A2512&comments=yes#post
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A2512&comments=yes#post
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/PrintFriendly?oid=oid%3A2512
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/MailThis?oid=oid%3A2512
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Contact
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fatlanta.creativeloafing.com%2Fgyrobase%2FContent%3Foid%3Doid%253A2512&title=Minor%20adjustments%20Loft%20living%20has%20its%20quirks
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fatlanta.creativeloafing.com%2Fgyrobase%2FContent%3Foid%3Doid%253A2512&title=Minor%20adjustments%20Loft%20living%20has%20its%20quirks
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fatlanta.creativeloafing.com%2Fgyrobase%2FContent%3Foid%3Doid%253A2512&title=Minor%20adjustments%20Loft%20living%20has%20its%20quirks
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fatlanta.creativeloafing.com%2Fgyrobase%2FContent%3Foid%3Doid%253A2512&title=Minor%20adjustments%20Loft%20living%20has%20its%20quirks
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=<url>
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fatlanta.creativeloafing.com%2Fgyrobase%2FContent%3Foid%3Doid%253A2512&title=Minor%20adjustments%20Loft%20living%20has%20its%20quirks
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fatlanta.creativeloafing.com%2Fgyrobase%2FContent%3Foid%3Doid%253A2512&title=Minor%20adjustments%20Loft%20living%20has%20its%20quirks
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Syndication.html
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Section?oid=oid%3A5954
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/CLMedia
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Section?oid=oid%3A148
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Section?oid=oid%3A154560
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Section?oid=oid%3A103
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Section?oid=oid%3A20264
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Section?oid=oid%3A2
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Section?oid=oid%3A56
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Section?oid=oid%3A43
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Section?oid=oid%3A1294
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Section?oid=oid%3A69810
http://www.print2webcorp.com/marketplace/atlanta/creativeloafing/classifieds.aspx
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/personals/
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/page?oid=20547
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Page?oid=20118
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Page?oid=20120
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Archive
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Page?oid=20033
http://atlantahappenings.creativeloafing.com/gbase/Events/EventSubmit
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Contact
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Page?oid=20121
http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Page?oid=20119
http://www.creativeloafing.com/

	creativeloafing.com
	Minor adjustments: Loft living has its quirks: Talk of the Town: Archives: Creative Loafing Atlanta


	HCNFHDOGEHGGIGEDLIEJJOCAPPFGMKDF: 
	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: oid:2512
	f2: rate


	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: [recent issues]


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: loaf_collection
	f2: loaf_collection
	f3: loaf_collection
	f4: xml_no_dtd
	f5: atlanta
	f6: 





